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PREFACE
Season’s Greetings and a Happy New Year to our AIT alumni family
around the world! As we welcome the festive season and the dawn of
2025, we are thrilled to present the third issue of the AITAA e-Gazette.
This edition combines the highlights and updates from the second half
of 2024, reflecting the resilience and vibrancy of our alumni community.
While unavoidable circumstances delayed this issue, they also presented
an opportunity to merge the stories, achievements, and milestones of
both the third and fourth quarters of the year into one comprehensive
edition. As always, our goal is to keep you informed, inspired, and
connected.

This issue features significant updates on AITAA’s flagship initiatives,
including progress on the Loyalty Program and website modernization,
fostering stronger alumni engagement worldwide. We also recount the
warmth and camaraderie of senior alumni gatherings, our participation
in AIT’s Welcome Ceremony, and the Graduation Night Celebration for
the 142nd batch of graduands.

Additionally, we spotlight transformative collaborations, such as the
MoA with Siam University under the AITAA Loyalty Program, and the
impactful donation campaign supporting flood relief efforts in Laos,
Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam. The AITAA 53rd Governing Board
Meeting in Vientiane, Lao PDR, takes center stage in this issue,
celebrating unity, connectivity, and the extraordinary contributions of
our 2024 Distinguished Alumni Awardees.



www.a i t aa . a s i a Page  02

AITAA e-Gazette

Through these pages, we also pay tribute to Prof. Kazuo Yamamoto as he
concludes his tenure at AIT and extend a warm welcome to Prof. Pai-Chi Li,
AIT’s new President. This edition reflects the dynamic, forward-looking
spirit of AITAA, showcasing the collaboration, innovation, and dedication of
our alumni community.

As we look ahead to 2025, let us continue to build on these foundations,
strengthening ties within our alumni network and fostering connections
that create meaningful impact. Your stories and support fuel the success of
AITAA, and we invite you to share your achievements, insights, and ideas
for future editions.

Thank you for your continued engagement and unwavering support. We
wish you and your loved ones a joyous holiday season and a prosperous
New Year filled with success, health, and happiness.

Warm regards,

Editorial Team
Dr. Donald M. Ugsang (President)
Dr. Zakir M Hossain (Executive Secretary)
Mr. Kona Venkata Anantha Kiran (Public Relations Officer)
Mr. Md. Anishur Rahman (Public Relations Officer)
Mr. Solomon K.M. Huno (Public Relations Officer)
Mr. Win Myint Thein (Program Officer)
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The AIT Alumni Association (AITAA) achieved notable progress on
two major initiatives during key meetings held on August 13, August
26, and September 11, 2024. These sessions focused on advancing the
Loyalty Program and laying the groundwork for revitalising the AITAA
website.
Discussions on the Loyalty Program were enriched by valuable
contributions from Mr. Sanjeet Amatya (Director of AIT Public Affairs),
Mr. Tony (AIT Helpdesk), and Mr. Bhaskaran Jacob (Senior
Advancement Officer, Office of Advancement and Alumni Affairs).
Their insights helped refine the program’s development plan.
In parallel, progress was made on the AITAA website redesign. The
redeveloped web page design has been finalized, and efforts are now
underway to identify a suitable web developer to bring this vision to
life.
The meetings were spearheaded by Dr. Donald M. Ugsang, AITAA
President, with active participation from Dr. Zakir M. Hossain
(Executive Secretary), Mr. Anishur Rahman, Mr. Solomon K.M Huno,
and Mr. Kona Venkata Anantha Kiran (Public Relations Officers), as
well as Mr. Win Myint Thein (Program Officer).
Stay tuned for more updates as AITAA continues to enhance alumni
engagement through these exciting developments!
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PROGRESS UPDATE: AITAA LOYALTY
PROGRAM AND WEBSITE MODERNIZATION
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The AITAA successfully organized two engaging Senior Alumni
Meeting & Coffee Chat sessions on August 21 and 28, 2024, at the CSI
Lounge in the SOM Building, AIT. These events provided an excellent
platform for senior alumni based at AIT to reconnect, exchange ideas,
and explore avenues for deeper engagement with the Institute.
The gatherings were well-attended, with 13 alumni participating on
August 21 and 17 on August 28. Esteemed alumni leaders, including
Prof. Mukand Singh Babel, Dr. Naveed Anwar, and Dr. Donald M.
Ugsang (AITAA President), facilitated the sessions. Discussions
revolved around enhancing alumni contributions to AIT and fostering
stronger connections within the community.
These fruitful conversations yielded fresh perspectives and actionable
ideas, paving the way for more impactful alumni involvement. AITAA
extends its sincere gratitude to all participants for their active
engagement and support.
Building on the success of these gatherings, AITAA is planning to host
similar meetings with alumni in Bangkok and gradually expand to
AITAA Chapters worldwide.
Stay connected for updates on future events and opportunities to
reunite with fellow alumni!
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AITAA HOSTS SENIOR ALUMNI
GATHERINGS AT CSI LOUNGE
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AITAA LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP FEE REQUEST
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We are pleased to announce that the AIT approved the AITAA's
request to reestablish the automatic collection of the AITAA Lifetime
Membership Fee on 12 July 2024 with the remark that 10% of the
collected fee will be transferred to the Office of Student Affairs (OSA)
for student welfare initiatives.

This decision addresses the longstanding issue of the discontinuation
of the automatic collection of the AITAA Lifetime Membership Fee by
the previous administration. The change led to a significant decline in
subscription rates, raising concerns for both the AITAA Headquarters
and National Chapters.

Under the approved plan:
The automatic collection of the THB 1,000 AITAA Lifetime
Membership Fee will be reinstated.
The collection process will commence either at the start of new
students' programs (beginning with the August 2024 intake) or as
part of the clearance process for graduating students (starting
with the 142nd class in December 2024).
The collected fees will be transferred to the AITAA Operating
Account (Siam Commercial Bank A/C 4060005183) at the end of
each term, semester, or inter-semester.

The AITAA Lifetime Membership Fee fosters a sense of community,
ownership, and belonging among AIT graduates. It enables graduates
to become active members of the AITAA network, enhancing
professional connections and supporting sustainable alumni
engagement.

We thank everyone for their support and cooperation in implementing
this initiative, which strengthens the ties between AIT and its alumni
while contributing to student welfare programs.
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AITAA BIDS FAREWELL TO PROF. KAZUO
YAMAMOTO
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August 30, 2024 – The AIT Alumni Association (AITAA) had the
distinct honour of visiting Prof. Kazuo Yamamoto at his residence to
bid farewell before his return to Japan. This occasion marked the
conclusion of his tenure as Interim President of the Asian Institute of
Technology (AIT).
During his time at AIT, Prof. Yamamoto demonstrated exceptional
leadership, visionary guidance, and steadfast dedication to advancing
the mission and values of the Institute. His profound contributions
have had a transformative impact, leaving a legacy that will inspire
and benefit the AIT community for generations to come.
AITAA extends its deepest gratitude to Prof. Yamamoto for his
invaluable service and wishes him continued success in all his future
endeavours.



AITAA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE PAYS
COURTESY VISIT TO AIT PRESIDENT 
PROF. PAI-CHI LI

On November 18, 2024, members of the AIT Alumni Association
(AITAA) Executive Committee had the distinct honour of meeting with
the newly appointed AIT President, Prof. Pai-Chi Li, during a courtesy
visit.
Prof. Li extended a warm welcome to each Executive Committee
member, fostering an atmosphere of camaraderie and collaboration.
The introductions were followed by a presentation from AITAA
President Dr. Donald M. Ugsang, who shared the Association's
strategic plans and provided updates on the upcoming Governing
Board Meeting in Vientiane, Lao PDR.
The visit underscored AITAA’s commitment to strengthening ties with
AIT leadership and fostering alumni engagement. The memorable
occasion concluded with a group photo, symbolizing unity and shared
goals for the future.
AITAA looks forward to continued collaboration under Prof. Li’s
leadership, driving initiatives that benefit the AIT community and its
global alumni network.
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AITAA PARTICIPATES IN AUGUST 2024
WELCOME CEREMONY FOR NEW STUDENTS
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On September 4, 2024, Dr. Md. Zakir M. Hossain, Executive Secretary
of the AIT Alumni Association (AITAA), proudly represented the
Association at the Welcome Ceremony for New Students, organized
by the AIT Student Union.
The event celebrated the arrival of new students with vibrant
performances, engaging activities, and the highly anticipated
crowning of Mr. and Ms. Freshers. It was a joyous occasion that
reflected the enthusiasm and spirit of the AIT community.
AITAA extends its warmest congratulations to the new students for
embarking on this transformative journey at AIT. 
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AIT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AND OFFICE OF
ADVANCEMENT AND ALUMNI AFFAIRS JOIN
FORCES FOR FLOOD DONATION CAMPAIGN 
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Support Flood
Relief Efforts: Laos,
Myanmar, Thailand,
Vietnam

The AIT Alumni
Association
(AITAA) and the
Office of
Advancement and
Alumni Affairs
(OAAA)
collaborate on an
ongoing donation
campaign, as
outlined in the
signed letter below.

Your generosity
has the power to
make a meaningful
impact. We
sincerely
appreciate your
support!
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AIT Alumni Association Successfully Completes the 53rd Governing
Board Meeting (GBM)! 
From 22-24 November 2024, the AITAA Lao Chapter proudly hosted
the 53rd GBM at the Soutsaka Institute of Technology in Vientiane,
Lao PDR. This event brought together 54 official delegates and 26
observers from 21 chapters worldwide. Delegates from 17 chapters
attended in person, contributing to dynamic discussions and
collaboration. Delegates from Canada, China, New Zealand, and
Pakistan Chapters joined virtually, ensuring a truly global
representation. The theme for this year's meeting is "Enhancing
Connectivity and Strengthening Partnerships", focusing on fostering
collaborations among AIT alumni, institutions, and industries to drive
innovation and sustainable growth. The GBM on 23rd November was a
resounding success, featuring Chapter Reports, Discussions,
Resolutions, and an engaging Panel Discussion that fostered fruitful
exchanges of ideas and strategies. The Welcome Dinner on 22nd
November and the Gala Dinner on 23rd November provided warm
hospitality and memorable moments of connection, leaving all
participants feeling truly welcomed and relaxed. A heartfelt thank you
to the AITAA Lao Chapter, our generous sponsors, and everyone who
contributed to making this event a smooth and successful gathering.
Your efforts ensured a meaningful and impactful GBM for all
attendees. Let’s celebrate this accomplishment and extend our
gratitude to everyone who made it possible. Here’s to continued
collaboration and success for AITAA! Cheers to the Lao Chapter for
hosting such a remarkable event!
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AITAA 53rd Governing Board Meeting at Soutsaka Institute of
Technology, Vientiane, Lao PDR on 23 Nov 2024

AITAA HONORS 2024 DISTINGUISHED
ALUMNI AWARDEES AT 53RD GOVERNING
BOARD MEETING IN LAOS

The AIT Alumni Association (AITAA) proudly recognized 18
outstanding alumni with the prestigious Distinguished Alumni Awards
(DAA) at the 53rd Governing Board Meeting (GBM) held in Laos from
November 22 to 24, 2024.
The awardees were honored for their exceptional contributions in the
following categories:

Rural and Community Development: 5 awardees
Public Sector: 6 awardees
Business and Professional Practice: 3 awardees
Academic and Research Excellence: 1 awardee
International Affairs: 3 awardees
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The recognition process, led by the AITAA Alumni Recognition
Committee, began with a meeting on September 11, 2024, where
nominees were thoroughly reviewed. Additional information was
sought from respective Chapters when needed. Final approvals were
proposed during the AITAA Chapter Presidents and Executive
Committee Members Meeting on September 28, 2024.
The awardees were invited to attend the Governing Board Meeting in
Laos to receive their awards in person. This milestone event
highlighted the invaluable impact of AIT alumni across diverse fields
and reinforced AITAA’s commitment to celebrating excellence within
its global network.
More detail: 
AITAA Distinguished Alumni Awards and Honorary Members | AIT
Alumni Association
https://www.aitaa.asia/DAA%26HM

https://www.aitaa.asia/DAA%26HM
https://www.aitaa.asia/DAA%26HM


The AITAA Executive Committee held a productive meeting on
September 14, 2024, where key topics included the Alumni
Recognition Awards, preparations for the 53rd Governing Board
Meeting (GBM), alumni engagement initiatives, progress on the
Loyalty Program, e-Gazettes, financial reports, merchandising, and
more. The meeting concluded successfully with important decisions
made for the next steps.

Additionally, on August 17, 2024, the committee convened for its
seventh meeting of the year, discussing crucial topics such as the
Loyalty Program, Dinner Talk, Alumni Recognition, Alumni
Engagement, Website Development, GBM updates, and ID Card
updates. The discussions were fruitful, with valuable suggestions and
insights from committee members.

We are working diligently to finalize these plans and will share updates
with you as soon as everything is confirmed. Stay tuned for more
news!
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On July 6, 2024, the AIT Alumni Association convened its third
meeting of the year with Chapter Presidents and Executive Committee
Members. Representatives from 17 chapters and the AITAA
Headquarters participated in the meeting, which was led by the AITAA
President.

The agenda included reports from the AITAA Headquarters,
Fundraising and Resources Mobilization, the Loyalty Program, and the
Alumni Recognition Committee Chairs. Mr. Somphone, President of the
AITAA Lao Chapter, provided updates on preparations for the
upcoming Governing Board Meeting in Laos.

The meeting concluded with productive discussions and collaborative
insights, strengthening the AITAA community.
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CHAPTER PRESIDENTS AND EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE MEETINGS ON JULY 6
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On December 11, 2024, the AITAA HQ Executive Committee Team
proudly participated in the Graduation Night Celebration at AIT,
joining the AIT Team and graduating students in marking this
significant milestone.
Dr. Donald M. Ugsang, President of AITAA, addressed the graduates,
sharing valuable insights about the Association and extending a warm
invitation for them to join the AITAA community. The evening's
highlight was the Candle Light Ceremony, led by Dr. Md. Zakir
Hossain, Executive Secretary of AITAA HQ, symbolizing the start of a
new journey for the graduates.
In support of this cherished tradition, AITAA contributed 10,000 THB
to the celebration, presenting the contribution to the Student
Representative during the event.
AITAA warmly welcomes all graduates to become part of our vibrant
and supportive alumni community. Together, we look forward to
building lasting connections and celebrating future successes!
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AITAA CELEBRATES GRADUATION NIGHT
WITH 142ND AIT GRADUANDS
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On November 13, 2024, the AITAA, with the kind support of the
AITAA Southeast Asia Chapter, proudly signed a Memorandum of
Agreement (MoA) with Siam University (SU), Thailand as part of the
AITAA Loyalty Program.
This MoA aims to strengthen collaboration between SU and AITAA,
fostering greater engagement from AIT alumni and their families.
Through this agreement, AITAA members and their families will have
opportunities to pursue education and apply for scholarships under
SU’s Fellowship schemes. Additionally, select academic programs will
offer special fellowship options tailored to meet specific needs.
This partnership marks an exciting step forward in delivering
meaningful benefits to AIT alumni and their families, reinforcing the
value of the AITAA Loyalty Program.
Stay tuned as we continue to explore new collaborations and bring
more opportunities to our members!
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AITAA LOYALTY PROGRAM: STRENGTHENING
TIES THROUGH COLLABORATION WITH SIAM
UNIVERSITY
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Photos from MoA Signing Ceremony between AITAA and SU on 13
Nov 2024



The AITAA Taiwan Chapter organized a Coffee Workshop focusing on
“Malaysia” on 30th August 2024. Four AIT alumni including Dr. Siu-
MunWoo, Mr. Wen-Chung Liao, Mr. Huat-Yoo Chua and Mr. Chew-
ChinKou shared their knowledge and working experience regarding
Economic Development and Political Situation in Malaysia and over 40
alumni and guests participated.

Mr. Wattanai Phuangsombat, an AIT student enrolled in MSc. Business
Administration, received the exchange student permission from
National Taiwan University. Mr. Phuangsombat is the fourth AIT
student to get the exchange student scholarship provided by the
AITAA Taiwan ROC Chapter. He was welcomed at AITAA Taiwan ROC
Chapter office on 22nd August 2024.
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AITAA TAIWAN CHAPTER



On December 20, 2024, the AIT Alumni Association Bangladesh
(AITAA-B) successfully hosted its Annual General Meeting (AGM) at
the Hotel Crowne Plaza, Gulshan-2, Dhaka.
The event featured presentations on the association’s activities and
financial updates for 2023-24, led by Dr. Md. Abdur Razzaque Akanda
(General Secretary) and Mr. Abdur Rahman Bhuiyan (Treasurer). A
key highlight of the event was the handover of the Distinguished
Alumni Award to Dr. Md. Reazuddin Sarker, presented by Mr. Abul
Kashem Md Shirin, President of AITAA-B. The President also led the
session on proposed amendments to the statutes of AITAA-B, which
was followed by open discussions among the participants.
The AGM concluded with a wrap-up of decisions and closing remarks
by the President, a vote of thanks by Engr. Md. Habibur Rahman, Vice
President-1, and a dinner to celebrate the occasion.
AITAA-B extends its heartfelt gratitude to all participants for their
active engagement, ensuring the success of the event.
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AIT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BANGLADESH
(AITAA-B) HOLDS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
2024
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OBITUARY MESSAGE
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CONNECT WITH AITAA

LinkedIn - https://www.linkedin.com/in/ait-alumni-association/
Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/ait_alumni_association/
Facebook Account - https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=100074747642777
Facebook Group - https://www.facebook.com/groups/aitaa.asia/
YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDIc2lfRrBkMZjIEo-
PD5A
Website - https://www.aitaa.asia/
Twitter - https://twitter.com/aitaa_asia

AIT -ALUMNI-ASSOCIATION-HEADQUARTERS

Postal Address: 
P.O. Box 4, Klong Luang, Pathumthani, 12120 Thailand

Street Address: 
Km.42, Paholyothin Highway, Klong Luang, Pathumthani 12120 Thailand

Email: aitaa@ait.asia
Phone: + (66-2) 524 5058

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ait-alumni-association/
https://www.instagram.com/ait_alumni_association/
https://t.co/datP5JaRgU
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100074747642777
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100074747642777
https://t.co/QQCikWrt0w
https://www.facebook.com/groups/aitaa.asia/
https://t.co/fjFd6OEyQs
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDIc2lfRrBkMZjIEo-PD5A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrDIc2lfRrBkMZjIEo-PD5A
https://t.co/cxn02gGESN
https://www.aitaa.asia/
https://twitter.com/aitaa_asia



